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wis rns and MESSENGERS, 
Aſfembled at "Kettering, May 19 and 20, 1767. 


To che ſeveral Baptized Churches repreſented by 8 . 
meeting at Sheepſbead, Armsby, Foxton, Kettering, LE, * 
VN algrave, Obey, ee and ce 


Dearh eleved i in the Lord, EE gs VERY a 
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5 H IS our annual en © tra 4 Heine blefling, has 
been very comfortable and edifying; loye and unity has 
abounded amongſt us. Wo received your accounts of the 
ü 2 N of, religion f in the ſevetal churches, and as members 
wy — 1 body, in love and ſympathy towards you, feel both your 
= focrows and joys; ſo that yon have ſhared in our moſt ſervent and 
united prayers for your prace, comſort, and proſperity; and our ſo- 
deu praiſe, and. thankſgivings unto God have abounded for the mer- 
cies you have enjoyed from him. Willing you ſhould reap ſome mote 
fruit from this aſſociation, we cloſe it not without an Epiltle to you. 
= Wiſhing grace, mercy, and peace, may be multiplied unto you, =_— 
=_ from God our Father, and Chriſt ſeſus our Lord. Beloved, As ye | 
Wo arc our joy, and crown, ſo we live, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord. Io 
write things which ye know, to us is not grievous, but for you ĩt „ 4 
ſafe. We think it meet to ſtir up your pure minds by wWay of re- 
A membrance; to conſider, that as diſtinct viſible churches: of Chriſt, 
vou are folloivers of the churches of God in Judea, being formed om 
the ſame primitive Chriſtian plan, whole members con ſiſted onlycof 2 
- Juch as profeſſed repentance towards. God, faith in, and obedience to 
ur Lord Jeſus, Chriſt; thus your conſtitution is not human, but 
N divine; 3 not founded on human aſſemhlies, or councils, whether of 
presbyters or prelates, of nobles ot princes, cardinals or popes, 9 
are all fallible; but on the infallible rule of God's word. Be care 


ful to n it FP), amen mene into your B byt: ſuch = 
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= > as you have reaſon to is te cuneate | 
God's houſe; for thoſe who have not, if you receive them, will be 
pricks in your eyes, and thorns in your ſides, that will vex you, and 
embrace the firſt opportunity to deſtroy your divine conſtitution, and 
reduce you to a meer natural and civil ſociety, who will chuſe their 
ovn blind reaſon for their guide, and content themſelves with a few 
dry lectures on morality, and but very little of the practice of it; 
ſomewhat of a form of godlineſs, without the power; from ſuch turn 
away. 
Our national eſtabliſhment i in their 19th article, which is ſubſcrib- 
ed to by all the clergy, agreeably deſcribes a viſible church of Chriſt, 
as © a congregation of faithful men, in which the pure word of God 
* «6 js preached, and the ſacraments duly adminiftered, according to 
„ Chriſt's ordinance in all things that of neceſſity are requiſite to 
<« the ſame.” Yet what a ſuperſtitious regard remains for particu- 
lar places of worſhip? how many are crying out, The temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord are theſe ? So groſsly ignorant are ma- 
ny, that they think if they forſake thoſe places, they would be guilty 
of the heinous ſin of ſchiſm from the Chriſtian church. But ye, be- 
loved, have not ſo learned Chriſt, knowing that the Moſt High d wel- 
leth not in temples made with hands. That the place or building 
7 though ever ſo grand and magnificent is nothing to God; but that 
in all places, though ever ſo mean and contemptible in the eyes of 
men, where he records his name, he will come and bleſs his peo- 
ple, and whereſoever only two or three of them are gathered in his 
name; Chriſt ſays, There am I in the midſt of them. As God, un- 
der this goſpel diſpenſation, hath not choſen any particular place or 
building to fix his name there, and dwell in, ſo his true ſpiritual 
worſhippers ſhould have no veneration for one place more than ano- 
ther. Neither the mountain of Samaria, nor the temple of Jeruſa- 
lem, nor any other building, but they ſhould chuſe to meet in ſuch 2 
places where God is worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth; where tze 
- doctrine preached, the worſhip, ordinances, and diGoline attended 
40, and the officers and communicants are ſuch as are moſt agreeable 
to the mind of Chriſt, as reyealed in his word, Where incenſe is 
© offered untothe Lord, and a pure offering, by a congregation of faith- 
ful men, there may we expect to enjoy the Lord's preſence, to ſen 
his power and glory, and to be fed wich the fatneſs of his houſe, 1 
Again, Conſider, beloved, That your real belief in, profeſſion of, 
da _—_ attachment to the ſublime doctrines x ee are 


n vs 
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perfection, much depend thereon, may you abound therein more and 
more. We, as miniſters of Chriſt, are raiſed up, and ſet for the de- 
fence of the goſpel, and ſhould be valiant for the truth on the earth. 
The Lord has alſo founded you as his churches, and raiſed you up as 
pillars, to hold forth, bear witneſs to, maintain, ſupport, and diffuſe 


5 the knowledge of the truth in the world: Ye are his golden can- 


dleſticks, that are to give light in it; and as a city ſet on a hill, can- 


not be hid, ſo the churches of Chriſt 1 openly diſtinguiſh them- 


ſelves, and ſhine as lights in the world, holding forth the word of 
truth. Every revealed truth in the ſacred oracles ſhould be precious 
to you, and not ſold at any rate; but take heed, leſt you be deceiv- 
ed with errors gilded over with ſome truth; for as all is not gold that 
glitters, ſo all is not truth that is ſo called; you have a ſure word of 
prophecy, and you will do well to take heed unto it, as an infallible 
touchſtone to try counterfeits. The dreadful depravity, and groſs 
darkneſs of the human mind, about itſelf, a Deity, his law, and eter- 
nity, through man's apoſtacy from God, are manifeſt, by the abſurd 
conceptions, and ſhocking idolatrous practices, of ſuch nations that 


are without a divine revelation. But alas! it abundantly more diſco- 


vers itſelf in ſuch, who enjoy a divine revelation, and yet ſtumble at 


it, and treat thoſe important doctrines it reveals, which reaſon ne- 
ver could have informed us of, with the utmoſt contempt. Bleſs God, 


that Chriſt is not a ſtone of ſtumbling, and rock of offence to you; 
that he has given you a ſpiritual diſcerning of the truth, and a taſte 
of its ſweetneſs and power; ſo that goſpel doctrines are the food of 
your ſouls, you live on them, and are animated by them, to live un- 
to God through the ſpirit : Hold them faſt, and be not aſhamed to 
profeſs them, ſuch as, The glorious doctrine of the Trinity, and ſo 


of the proper Deity and Equality we the I and — 0 wa Ss 
divine Father, Three in one God. 


The doctrine of the Father's 8 FR and une 155 0 in 
his actually and perſonally chuſing, bleſſing, and adopting of his peo- 
ple in his Son, and giving them to him, as his Myſtical 1 and 
Bride, before the foundation of the world. 8 

The doctrine of the Son's amazing grace and ae in 
his actual acceptance of, eſpouſals to, and engagements for the 
people of his Father's choice and love; as their Head, Husband, and 
Surety, before the world began; and purſuant thereunto, in the ful- 
neſs of time, in his performing his engagements for them, by being 
made of a woman, made under the law, ſuffering, and dying the 
ſhameful death of the croſs, in order t to * their fin and guilt, 
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and that he wicht openly. own, mo as his Beige. and-glorify her 
with himfelf. 


And the duficins af the Holy Ghoſts oficariouiy 2od diftinguiſh- 5 


ing: grace; in their regeneration, converſion, edification, eflabliſh- 
ment, and perſeverance in grate, unto eternal glory. 


. Theſe foundation doctrines, with others included in our moſt holy 
faith, contend earneſtly for; not as meer ſpeculative notions in your 
heads, but as the ſpring of all vital religion and godlineſs; and know. ; 


aſſuredly, that ſo far as any church __—_ from ths: truth, * may be 


ſaid of it, The glory is departed. vor d een 
The notions of univerſal grace, and: 2 conditivial covenant, are 
the devices of men, in oppoſition to the ſovereignty of God, in the 
diſpenſations of bis grace; his foreknowledge, and wiſdom, in the 
grand affair of his people's ſalvation; his eternal purpoſes that he hath: | 


purpoſed in himſelf; his abſolute covenant which is well ordered in 
all things and ſure, and contains all the ſalvation of his people, and 
all their deſire; his promiſes, which are all yea and amen in Chriſt, 
and ſure to all the feed. In ſhort, ſuch a conditional ſcheme tends. 
to repreſent the divine Father as unjuſt, and cruel towards his own: 
Son, in laying the iniquities of many on him, and in bruiſing and 
putting him to grief, and making bis ſoul an offering for their ſins, 
when he forekne w that they would not reap any beneſit thereby. It 
highly diſhonours the Son of God, by rendering his ſufferings and 
death fruitleſs and vain, not as having obtained ſalvation for any one 
ſoul, but only an offer of it; and the right to it to depend on the 
buman will, and works of faith, repentance, and fincere obedience 
to the. laſt moment of life, It alſo ſets aſide the neceſſity. of the Spi- 


rit's qperations on the hearts of men, and makes man, vain man, the 
principal with regard to the ſalvation of his own ſoul; as it all de- 


pends on his on will end works, and not on the grace of the Eter- 
nal Three, which this ſcheme repreſents as ineffectual for the ſalva- 


tion of any one ſoul. But ye, beloved, experimentally know, that | 


your wills are naturally enſlaved to ſin and ſatan ; that you are alſo 
without ſtrength ; that of an unwilling people ye were made willing 


in the day of Cbriſt's power, and not your own ; that when dead F 


in treſpaſſes and ſins, his ſpirit quickened you, opened your blind eyes, 


convinced you of your fins, and of the neceſſity of a better righte - 


ouſneſs than your own; wrought faith in yon, and led you to the 
Saviour, and enabled you to rely on his blood andi righteouſneſs for 
pardon and juſtification, and to love the Lord and walk in his ways; 
: and in all his * as a ſovereigu, free, but efficacious 


agent, 
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agent. 8⁰ that you cannot but look on your faith, repentance, and 
dove to Chriſt from whence your ſincere obedience doth flow, as ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings of the covenant of grace, wrought in you by the Spi- 
rit on the foundation of the Father's choice, and the Son's redemp- 

tion of you, and not as conditions of the covenant on ybur part. 
Such a conditional ſcheme is a perverſion of the goſpel of Chriſt, ſo 
bear your teſtimony againſt it, and ſtand faſt in one AP wit e one 
min ztriving together for the goſpel. | 

Again, It is your glory, and we Sade not vary you entsbenr it your 
happineſs, that the Lord Jeſus, the great head of the church, is giv- 
ing you Paſtors: and Teachers, Who are alſo, in the ſacred: ofucies: 
called: Elders, - Biſhops; Overſeers, Shepherds, Guides, &c. whoſe _ 


work is to. teach, feed, take the overſight of, and guide you by the 


word; and duly adminiſter his ordinances to you; officers of your 
own choice, and not impoſed on you; ſuch who have learned Chriſt, 
whom he hath put into the miniſtry; and to whom he hath given 


the tongue of the learned, that they might know how to ſpeak a word 


in ſeaſon to the weary. Eſteem them highly in love for their works 
ſake. Help them by your praßets, and follow them ſo far, and no 
farther, than; they follow Chriſt, whois the only head over all things 
to his church; and you juſtly eſteem him alſo, as the only Arch, 
Chief, or Lord Biſhop there, who has deſervedly the preheminence 
in all things. To you there is but one eccleſiaſtical Lord, even 
Chriſt, 'who is Lord of all, nor would he have any lord i it over God's 
heritage; nor ſhould there be any of en s Ou CO Joly 
who love to have the preheminence, 

Agreeable to the primitive church's, you alſo have your Deacons, 
whoſe office is honourable, and uſeful in ſe: ving tables. Theſe are 
the ordinary officers, and orders of men, Chriſt has appointed in his 
churches, nor can you eſteem any other of divine appointment there. 

Further, Be upon your honour, as ſincere followers: of Chrift, fo 
as to eſteem and regard his word, as your only rubric, ritual, liturgy, . 
or ſervice book; which contains a compleat body of eccleſiaftic 
laws, and ordinances which Chriſtians are bound in conſcience to 
obſerve. The Lord Jeſus has not enjoined any forms of prayer for 
divine worſhip, not everi-what is called the Lord's Prayer, which he 
only gave as a directory for prayer, and not to be uſed as a form; ſo 
he ſays,” Hfter-this manner. therefore pray'ye. That forms compoſed, 
and impoſed by men for the-worſhip of God, not only want divine 


authority to make them lawful, but are alſo hindrances inſtead of 
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people. Nor can any compoſe forms ſuited to all the caſes of God's peo- 
ple, and the uſe of them renders the promiſed. help of the ſpirit of grace 
and ſupplication needleſs. Nor do any ſhe w their love to the Lord Je- 
ſus, by their zealous attachment to forms and modes of worſhip, which 
he has not appointed. Thoſe to whom Chriſt gives miniſterial gifts, 
that they may be apt to teach, by ſpeaking as from God to his peo- 
ple, no doubt but he makes them alfoapt to ſpeak unto God for them, 
Where there is no gift for prayer, we cannot expect gifts for preach- 

ing. And for able miniſters of Chriſt, to uſe forms of prayer, or to 


| _ their ſermons, is like an able man uſing of crutches, A bad 


cuſtom. too much prevailing in our day, that encourages the lame, 
and the lazy, to take upon them the minifterial character, and 


which renders divine worſhip an heartleſs formal ſervice. Ohl for | 


more of the ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, that we may. be ſuch 
worſhippers as ths Lord ſeeks, who ROT him in din and in 
truth, 
We praiſe. you brethrep, that Oy keep the two le 


ordinances of Chriſt, as delivered in his word, viz. Baptiſm and the 


Supper. The firſt, though much deſpiſed, yet with your Lord you 


_ eſteem a becoming part of the righteous will of God, to be. fulfilled 


as 4 perſonal act of obedience, by all his faithful and loving fol- 
lowers. Nor can you treat the mode, or manner of its adminiſtra- 


L tion with indifference, or as unbecoming, and indecent; becauſe your 


Lord himſelf, as your pattern and example, was dipped by John in 


the river Jordan, and ſaid, “ Thus, fo, likewiſe, or in like manner, it 


e becometh us, is decent or comely for us, to fulfil all righteouſ- 
<< neſs. Therefore diſregard all the unbecoming contempt thrawn 


on this ſolemn ordinance, and bear a faithful teſtimony againſt inno- 


vations, either as to the ſubject, or mode, as unbecoming indigni- 


ties caſt upon the Eternal Three, in Whoſe awful name 1 are in- 


troduced without divine authority. 

As to the Lord's Supper, what honour is e on you, in — 
ing admitted as gueſts at his table? He entertains you as friends, and 
beloved, with an hearty welcome. Such as love the Lord, value his 


preſence, or regard their own comfort or edification, ſhould not neg- | 


le& this .foaſt of the Redeemer's love, which well deſerves our re- 


membrance often; as it was ſtronger than death, nor could the 
| floods of divine wrath quench it. For you his body was broken, and 
| his blood ſhed ; bew forth his death, who died that ou Oe live. 


. eternally. 


Further, Beloved, A regard to the dileiplins of God's ; houſe . ne- 
can; for your own exiſtence as — — churches. Where no 


order 
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Eder or rule is peas there will be confuſion, and every evil 


Work. That diſciphine and government, which your great King, and 
Lawgiver, has laid down in his word for your edification, and his 
glory, ſtrictly attend to, nor let any rob you of the power and au- 


thority he has inveſted you with. The officers of a church, or of | 
many churches, though there be a general aſſembly of them, are 
no where in the ward of God called a church; nor have they law- 
ful authority to paſs any acts of rule or government over any of the 
churches of Chriſt. For as their firſt embodying as churches, was 
their own act, ſo the admiſſion of members, the excluſion of the diſ- 
orderly, and election of their own officers, &c. aps. acts belonging to 
the church, and not the officers, who by Chriſt's appointment are in 
the church as guides, but not over it, to paſs any church act with- 
out the voice and conſent of the church. In this our annual affoci- 
ation, we diſclaim uſurping any ſuch power over any of the churches 
of Chriſt, We would not infringe on your rights and privileges, 
but would inviolably maintain them, We have no dominion over 
your faith, but would be helpers of your joy. Our beſt advice and 


counſel will not be wanting when required, and our earneſt prayers 


will be for your peace and proſperity. No interdicts, ſuſpenſions, | 
or acts of rule and government will be iſſued from us, or appeals re- 
ceived for deciſion by us : as we know that every church is inveſt- 
ed by Chriſt with the ſole power to act for itſelf, according to the 
rule given in his word. In a ſpirit of love and meekneſs, take no- 
tice of the firſt appearances of negleR, and declenſion in the ways of 
God in each other, as it may be a happy means of provoking to love 
and good works, and of recovering feet almoſt gone, ſo as to pre- 
vent much trouble and grief to yourſelves, and ſcandal in the world. 
Finally, Brethren, as you are thus diſtinguiſhing yourſelves as 
viſible churches of Chriſt, formed on the very ſame plan as the pri- 
mitive, profeſling the-ſame faith, worſhip, ordinances and diſcipline: 
Adorn your profeſſion by adding to your faith virtue, and to virtue 
knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and to temperance pati 
ence, and to patience godlineſs, and to godlineſs brotherly kindneſs, 
and to brotherly kindneſs charity. Evidence to all, you do not thus 
diſtinguiſh yourſelves, from a narrow, ſtiff, biggotted, uncharitable, 
or enthuſiaſtic ſpirit, or the ſtrong bias of education; but from a ſin- 
cere love to the Lord Jeſus, his truth and ways as revealed in his 
word, That what you believe and practiſe in religion, is matter of 
conſcience, knowing it is the mind of Chriſt. A converſation be- 
coming the goſpel, is thg moſt convincing proof that our religion is 
| 2 | : e not 


